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LEE HARVEY’S OLDEST 

June Oswald 



As America’s obsession with her father 
goes on, a daughter tries to set the record straight. 
By Steve Salerno 



ORE THAN K YEARS AFTER 
the Kennedy tfMttiliaikia. 
Lre Harvrv Oswald it a name 
that w ill no i <o away. One oi 
the I atm: authors to w.vie 
in:o the con sp iracy water* a 
Norman Mailer. whose book 
“Oswald*! Tale: An Ameri- 
can Mystery” wall be pub- 
lished nm month. The aswiimanon ha* also been a 
constant u» the life at June Oswald Porter, the J.Vyvar- 
okl ibughtrt of Lee Harvey Oswald. In her earlv vears. 
grocery shopping with her mother. Manna, and (aster. 
Rachel, took place amid stare* and fingrr-poujtm£ 
hushed conversation* ignited around them like Hash fire* 
as they walked the supcmutkci rule*. Because Marina 
Oswald resitted that she and her chtidten vuukf become 
the tucus of attention at any rnnr. the made vuie June and 
Rachel were always neadv dressed — no matter how 
small the chore, and despite the bet that the family »■» 
often financially Strapped. “She timer knew when wr'd 
run into someone, and she didn’t want us to look like 
poor white trash.” June says sunplv. 

Upon entering public school, June took the surname 
of her stepfather, Kenneth Porter, who trial ned Martm tn 
t%5. But anonymirv exacted a curious prior of iu own, as 
Jurtr raced mynad graedes* references to her father, 
mother and tonuly Even an intended compliment could 
hold hidden barbs — at when a male to*wurkcr remarked 
no June's resemblance to "a young Marina Oswald,” then 
immrdiattdv apologized, saying he “ditin'r mean to msuk 
her” by invoking the infamous name. 

Nonetheless, during several interviews over the past 
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vear. she reports being amtent. And she recall* her 
childhtiod a* a “pretty happy” time, thanks m large pan 
to her stepfather. June is quieter about her own marriage, 
which ended in 1992- She tetnaim protective of her 
privacy, distancing hcixrtt and her »on*. ages 6 and J. 
from the oddbdl clique of astasvtnanon cukiro who luvr 
dogged the CfyraJd women — Maruu. now 53, Junr. ind 
Rachd. 31 — ever *tncc tl*e events of Nov. 22, I9f»5. 
(June ha* requeued that Iter : named name, which she sail 
use* in business, not be primed.; 

Despite privacy concern*, she’s pudung lor the 
release of all record*Vemmmg to the assassination, ^ c 
have to get the Govchuucnt ro move before it’* too late.” 

Q: Wut are your thoughts on Norman Mailer’s new 
book; 4 * 

At l don't have a cumniem cm i: a* far as its conclusions 
because 1 haven’t read them, but I <lid itarr rhe book. 
Madrr i» such a great wnter; l wa* (to: so enthralled Tlie 
fin* chapter opens with my family, and he goes wav bock 
to my great grandmother m Russia. This is material I 
never would ha»e known about insofar a» my mother’s 
tide ui the family, because my mother was illegitimate, 
you know. Tt's a little bit like opening a family aflxim you 
didn't know extxrrd before. 

I can tell vou that I am vetv excited about the book 
in conerpt. 1 believe he’s the fint writer -researcher to get 
interview* with sources in the Russian Government and 
so this ts an opportunity to shed new light on the subject 
from an i rea that has never been explored ut any 

meaningful depth. 

Q: To what extent have vou followed the various 
conspiracy theories? 

A: It’s only m recem year* that I've started ro grt 
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invoford in all that, mostly u pan 
of taring to (jet the record* rdeascd. 

Their was a bill pasted at the end 
of the Bush AdirumM ration that re- 
quired all Government agencies to 
review their files for any information 
related to the assassination ami to 
release it — unless they fdr there 
were miners of national security or a 
couple u« other issue*. The law said 
that if they felt that way. then those 
documents needed to be turned over 
to the Assassination Records Review 
3uard and those folk* would review 
the rrcords and other concur, release 
them in bheked-ont stair or release 
them emtrelv. 



based on one of those articles She 
copied u and put it on all my staffs 
desks. 

I didn't really want to be the tenter 
of gosup at this whole budding. So 1 
called my staff in. a group of 10 or so. 
and I s a*fc ’“Yes. that o me in the 
amde. Obviously, if Td wanted to 
share that l would have told everyone 
a long nme agu. I don't dunk its 
relevant to anything we do here and l 
appreciate you keeping it to vuurvell." 

My beggew concern was that people 
at the office had my home address and 
phone number and 1 didn't want it 
leaked to Tlw Notional Enquirer. I 
have two small children. I'm divorced, 



* 

some quouMtnquotr ostmi nation rr* 
scads. So I endrd up supporting him. 
Anyway, the only person I knesv up 
there was Prnalla Johnson McMillan, 
who wrnte roy mother’s book. We 
stayed with her4ar the summer. 

My boyfriend would sneak down to 
Proallas basement ond'read all her 
old files. He uiU an article for an 
asmsnnmtcai amount hack then — I 
think it was $25,000. The wav 1 finally 
woke up was. one night he %ad. "Tm 
gonna vdl an article to Penthouse or 
Playboy" — I forget which — "and 
it's about your mother, t'm convinced 
that vour mother and PrnciUa had a 
sexual relationship." So I vud. O-IL. 
thn is it. Just get out. 



1 didn’t want people :i> harass the lud*. 

Qz Over the years, you've kept a 
pretty low profile. Why have you 
warred ro speak out? 

A: Well, three wa* a lot of misinfor- 
mation being released related to a 
book. “Case Closed." by Gerald 
Posner. And thev got my mother <m 
rrirvisaon m a live interview — she 
snH doesn't have a good grasp of 
the language — and thev were ask- 
ing her specific questions 

about this book She hadn't — — ■ - — - ■ 

land jier ami m.uie Lr We were studying tht* Presidents,’ in second grade. And 

look ioohsh 



Q. Give me an example of what 
rtrn'd consider harassment. 

A: When I was jiregium with my 
first, some bdv got ray phone num 
her and called in the middle of the 
night. And the said. “June Oswald?" 
That catches you off guard when you 
fust wake up. And I said. "Yes?" And 
dir said: ‘Tm so-and-so. and I mss 



Q: Tdi me about growing up m die 
atrermach u< the assassination. I 
know you were post a toddler, but do 
vou have any recnilecrinm of turbu- 
lence to the bouschuld? 

A: I don't have any real memories 
of those ages. I know some people 
cm remember vwdly like it was 
yesterday, but I don't do that — 



started to explain who our father was 
— that it wasn't Kenneth - and who 
Lee was and what lie had done. I rust 
remember erring a lot because Mom 
was crying. 

Qz How old were you then? 

A: ft would have hern. like, first 
grade: And then, dory tell a store 
about htiw oner that I suiod up in 
front of rhe whole class and said, "My 
father shot the President." Just out of 
the blue. But I don’t rrmemhet that- 
The next memory I actually have is 
in second grade. We were studying 
the Presidents. The Presidents were 
all around the walls in the room*. 
And we got to Prrtidem Kennedy 
and I was told to go across the hall 
during that one. So 1 at across the 
hall m a u roe- « nit room. 



'y I had already wnaen a 
letter to President Clinton 
to try to make sure hr 
would apposm dm review 
board from the Bmh legssia- 



we got to President Kennedy and I was told to go across 
the hall. So I sat across the hall in a time-out room.’ 



and to release those records. ( was 
really supportive. Since I hadn’t got- 
ten a response. I toyed with the ulea 
that I might have ro go public. When 
mv mother came on and this interview 
went so badly. I drodrd I reailv 
wanted to rebut. 

(}*. 1 gum you muse be encouraged 
that the review board was finally 
sworn in Luc year. 

A: Yes, I’m also very mated about 
that. They first met last April in 
Washington. And there have been 
public hearings there and in Dallas 
and Boston. 

Q: What is the status of vour 
present-day identity? It sound* as if 
most people are nor aware you’re Lee 
Oswald’s daughter. 

A: Yes and no. Now, Mom does 
articles that she doesn’t bother to 
reii me she’s doing, and sometimes 
my name comes up. We always used 
rov stepfather’s name. Porter, grow- 
ing up. even though we were never 
legally adopted. My secretary ns my 
last job put two and two together 



warn you to know that I’ve written a 
song about you — and your child 
Ami I’m gonna be in Dallas, and I 
want to ung it to you." 

1 cod I appreciate n. hut I really 
don't get involved m that. You try to 
be nice because vou don’t want to 
make somebody upset who’s going 
to seek you out il they’re kooky 
enough to do that stuff anyway. 

There's always been this little 
group that’s followed us — Mom. 
Rachel and me — and calk us and is 
fascinated by anything surroumiuig 
us. My fust serxm> boyfriend — 
that's what he was tasemated about. 
He tracked me down. He said things 
whm we were together like he reailv 
wanted to have children because 
"that would be the blood of Lee 
Harvey Oswald that was flowing 
through i he kids." 

So he moved to Boston and wanted 
tne to jom rum. I move all the wav up 
there, ami hts parents wouldn't even 
let ui nay in his house because I wa* 
the dtughter ot Lee Harvey Oswald. 
They tawi it would depreciate the 
value of their home. 

Then I find out he’s been doing 



even about yesterday. 

1 do remember that our phones 
were upped. >X’e ilwavs liad this 
really bad connection, and when 
you’d pick up the phone you'd hear 
that other ’click. This was before 
wiretapping got more voph tst seated. 
For all 1 know it’s still tapped 

Mom was always overptotecove of 
us. We didn't tar the Oswald name, 
and it didn't come up a lot around the 
house except wlier reporter s would 
cad It was always a big deal in Novem- 
ber. when it wa* very stressful in rhe 
fiouse. Mom would unokc all the time. 
Reporter! came over and die would 
tell us, "Shhhh, go in the other room" 

Q"- When wire yon actually rold about 
your father and the assassination? 

A: Something had come up where 
Mom had old boxes of letter* out. 
People sent it* money* following the 
assassination, because Mom was 
young with two small children and 
didn't speak the language. 

Somehow those brne* came down 
and die wav reading, and I guess she 
feh it was time to tell in. She war us 
down, with mv stepbrother, and 



Qz How did you fed about bong 
singled out? 

A: I remember what I did during 
that time-out was, l plotted how I 
could run for class president and 
win! So I never connected it a* a big 
negative or anything. 

Rachel felt Jiffermtlv 

She ha* always tell trolly 
bugged down by it. She did- 
n’t feel like Kenneth was 
her dad. She wanted to 
know Lee; she want* Lee to 
he .» wuro. ^Tdl I was sattf- 
_____ fied with my dad. «o I’ve 
never felt this big need to 
connect with Lee or do the daughter 
father thing. 

Qz One can't hdp but notice tlut 
you address bun » "Ler.** 

A: Pvt always called him that. Mv 
father is Kenneth Porter, the man l 
grew up with, the man who was there 
for my mother and Rachel and roe. 

Q: And if someone were to show 
scienaiicaHy that Lee Oswald wo* or 
wasn’t involved, thar wouldn’t nuke a 
difference to you? 

A; It would make a difference in the 
sense of justice being served If the 
truth can be found that shows Lee 
had nothing to do with the assassina- 
tion, I would fed better m that there 
have been a lot of things said and 
done regarding my Lundy that all 
proceeded fmm an erroneous per- 
ception id what he did or didn't do. 

But you have to understand that, 
aside from what role he had in the 
assassination, there’s the issue at 
what role he had in our family. I 
know thar in ray life. Lew wasn’t a 
good man. He wasn’t much of a 
husband, he wain’t much of a father 




He beat tnv mother There were 
times when we didn't have imik to 
drink. We Uved m pour housing. or 
were taken in by other*. So if l‘m 
able to be detached or term cold and 
unemotional about it, it's because I 
look a Lee in those terms. 

Ot l assume vnu've seen the tuucage 
at Lee bang shoe by Jack Ruby. Arr 
you able to maintain the tame detach 
rnmf when you see that? 

A: The first time 1 saw a 1 was very 
upset, but it gen to the point where it 
almost becomes unreal, tiro mwic 
you're watching that has very httle to 
do with vuu as a person. 

Mostly I fed had that Lee was 
never able to tell his story. He tried 
to atm the arrest bin nrrv!*xiv 
tfctcoum cd it. I would have liked tew 
him to have his day m court. 

Q: Where do you stand today as far 
as vour perception of what irallv 
happened out there m Dealey Plaaa? 
A: Pvt never publichr said one way or 
the ocher fix sure There are a lot of 
assassination buffs who have anahrxed 
ail the technical data and the other 
available material and even they don’t 
«k u »» w*ui napyened 

Q: Rut are ran i nmtortahle with the 
fact that Lre Oswald pbyrd at least 
some cole? 

A; 1 1 hutk therr definitely u dreum- 
itantial evidence lhai could implv be 
had something to do with it hecacisc 
of the thaacters lie was hanging out 
with in New Orleans. Bin you know. 
iu«t because you’re hanging out with 
a weird group — they could luxe Set 
hun up. and he could have had no 
idea what was going on that dav 

Q: Did you ever take the so-called 
.tv salutation tour* 

A: Nat until recently I went cm* car 
trip up to the bouse l had lived in 
with Lee, Lee's boarding house, an- 
other bouse Mom had lived ui with 
Lee that’i soil Handing, tbc path of 
the motorcade, where the bullets hit. 

Q: How did you feel about that* 

A; It was — unusual 1 didn’t break 
down and ay or anything. It was just 
land of eene. 

Q: I'm sure there must have been a 
Ire of unutual mtmlents as you were 
growing up. 

Ai l rrmember Rachel's ses-mth- 
grade dance. So this linie boy she was 
going with, his parent* w ere going to 
come get her and they were going to 
go to the danue. 



^cti. we re all waiting, and a car 
pulb up in the driveway, and Mum 
rashes out to pm these pimuv uni 
they happen iq be a man and a woman, 
and rhrv’ve got a camera, and she save: 
“Oh, vou'rr gonna take pictured 
Great!" And she's rust wd* wrong 
them with epen amts. And they say: 
“Oh. we can takr pannes? Oh Great!" 

Another cat pulls up — and that's 
tbe parents and the linie boy. The fust 
car was The National Enquirer But it 
was «i funnv because Mom talked u» 
them tor — I mean, nobody noticed 
that tbe due wasn't there! 

During college. Rachel supported 
herself at the Texas Chib Parlor tn 
Austin. It'i right across from the 
Capitol and she was a waitress. Well 
there’s a travel giude she found out 



about that actually listed the Texas 
Chdi Parlor and said the ebughtrr of 
Lee Harsev Oswald worked there. So 
she became sort ut a tourist attraction. 

Q: Your childhood doesn't sound 
like it was rosy. 

A: Mom kept us together She was 
pertty strong. I don't know d I 
Could’ve done U and kept my sanity: 
two small children, don't speak the 
language, dm poor, everybusly in the 
country pointing their finger at yru — 
luung you in *ome cases. I’m a strong 
tiTnun, Inn I don't know if I cnukfve 
kept rnvteif together. But she thd She 
kept hmdf together for us. 

Q: Was anv of this an issue m your 
marriage-? 

A: No. Mv husband couldn't have 
eared lea. Rut 1 still !me problam in 
that arrx because I dorr a lot. I always 
feel turn by whether I’m rrqturrd to 
tdl somebody about my history. 1 



usually end up idling {People that I’m 
smng very often. Arid I’D trfl ytm 
why: It could uxne up at any tmmite. 

Q: Did you ser the "Seinfeld" epi- 
sode m which dser're at ihe ball park, 
and they get spat upon, and — 

A: Tbe "second spitter.*’ right. It was 
hilarious. 

Q: If someone was to ask rou today 
who your father is. whax would you 
say? Whom do vou rtallv think of as 
dad? 

A: Kenneth. Now. the word father 
don mean Lee to me. But dad is Dad. 

And you know, it's not Lee’* fault 
he got lulled by Jack Rubv 1 don t 
blame him for not bang here for me. 
I da blame him fur having beat my 



mother, and not bong a good father 
— or a good provider Because some 
people have called me and said, "I 
knew you* lather and lie really loved 
you." 1 have ru admit that when 1 
tieard that he used to pby with me all 
the time, that was a nice feeling. I try 
to hold that to the back of my head. 

Q: Do you worrv about idling your 
children os they grow up? 

A: 1 do. I started worrying about, 
ftro of all do I have a responsibility 
to tell them? What do 1 tdl them' 
And I realize that I'm kind of cold 
about it, so how do l tefl them? Do I 
need to be more compassionate 
about u? I warn :o make sure they 
understand why Pm so matter <»f- 
tact about it. But see. I'm mancr-ot- 
fact about a lot in my life. 

The other dung is, you pat worry 
$rnraic*g>caJfv. Lre was illegirjmair. 
and so was mv mother I’ve wondered 
what mv kids are going to turn «*** 



like. Are they going to takr after some 
ancestor we don’t even know? There’s 
a tot of grnenc t lungs you can’t even 
control that are inborn in your kxlv 

Q: How axe things between you and 
your mom these days? 

A: The last two yean have been very 
stressful because she started domg 
r lungs 'hat slse hasn't let us know 
about, then all of a vuddcn I hear 
about u or see it un TV. Like she did a 
movie and it involved me and RacheL 
and she didn't tell us ftm. I think her 
physical healrh and mental health hive 
been cbnuged in recent vears over all 
of the pressures put on her. 

Q: After ail this time? 

A: Part of ir was the big inmvrrurv. 
the KJth. There were a lot of things 
leading up to that that ihev wamrd 
Mom to do, and Mom in recem year* 
has gotten more and tnnte involved. ! 
guess because she's getting older and 
trying to rectify some of the things 
she mav have dune ummentionailv - 
like stating publicly that Lee did it. 
Ter never seen her act like that, like 
she needed to become more of a 
tnruuln. and it * taking its tott. 

Q: On ycnir relationship with her as 
well? 

A: It has put certain nraim on it. 
Mom accused me one day of being 
ashamed of who I was. I don't thmk 
that’s true. It's rvx a mailer bang 
ashamed, it s a matter uf wanting to be 
fudged as June Oswald and Opt "the 
daughter of Lre Harvey Oswald." 

Q: Do you and Rachel argue much 
about thts? 

At Yes. Just m recem vear*: but vev 
We are verv close -- except when 
these kinds of things come up. 

See, this is the difference. We vis- 
ited the set of "JJ-.K." when it was 
going on, and somebody saiil "Your 
rather was a her a" Wdl that*, whax 
Rachel wants to believe. Radtd kwed 
learning to that. Site got all caught up. 
because site wants so badly to Have 
this tticnuftcotior with her father. 

That didn't set well with me. If 
they could prove somehow that he 
was innocent, he'd still not be a hero, 
he'd be a martvr. I have to remind 
Rachel that thts is the man who beat 
our mother, who didn’t provide for 
his children. 1 td! her. "Rachel for all 
we know, we could have l«een living 
in the streets." Because that's mostly 
what I think of w hen I chink of Lee. 

As for what his exact role in the 
assassination was — wdl he’ll have 
to be judged for that before God. ■ 
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